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Peer pressure – they did it because their 
mates were doing it 
 
 

They were anti-Semitic (hated Jews) 
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They were evil,  
blood thirsty men who loved killing 
 
 

 
They were cowards 
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During the war time people lose their 
sense of what’s right and wrong 
 
 

 
They were frustrated because they were 
too old to join to the Army and fight for their 
country 
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This was a good way to advance your 
career. You didn’t want to be seen as a 
trouble-maker by refusing to join in 
 

 
Hitler had the answers to making Germany 
great again.  If he said this was the best way 
to do it then that was a good enough 
reason 
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They had always hated the Poles 
 

 
They believed that they had no choice. If 
they refused to do it, they might be shot 
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It was safer to carry out orders, no matter 
how awful, than fighting at the Fronts with 
the rest of the German army 
 

They saw the Polish Jews as responsible for 
Germany’s difficulties in the war 
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They wanted to show each other how 
hard they were 
 
 

The Nazis had brainwashed them, so they 
didn’t think there was anything wrong in 
doing this 

History mystery: Battalion 101: Why did they shoot?       15 History mystery: Battalion 101: Why did they shoot?       16 

 
They were just carrying out orders 
 
 

They were mad 

 


